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SUNDAY SERVICES—11 AM—SANCTUARY 

ALL ARE WELCOME. 
 

September Worship Theme:  “Covenant” 

 
September 4 - “Lessons Learned on a Bike Ride” 

Tom Beck is an avid bicycle rider and has been a 
biker since he was a child.  In the Summer of 2003 
an incident occurred during a bike ride on the Tow-
path Trail in the Cuyahoga Valley National Park that 
changed Tom's perception regarding the age old 
question of "Who is my neighbor?"  The message 
will examine the story of the Good Samaritan and 
evaluate an important covenant aspect of the  
ancient story that is frequently missed when the  
story is told in our modern times.   
 
Worship Leader:  Tom Beck 
Worship Associate: Sarah Lown 
Musician: Marcellene Hawk Mayhall  
 
September 11 - "Bubbles in Merging Streams" 

We come together for our Ingathering,  
returning to the Sanctuary for the formal 
start of the church year. We reflect on the 
15 years since the 9.11.01 tragedy, on 
how we've grown together, and apart, as a 
country. We reflect on our church, as a 
merging of individuals, like merging 
streams, and celebrate with a ritual of merging waters.  
 
Worship Leader: Matt Alspaugh 
Musician: Marcellene Hawk Mayhall   
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    LEADERS: 

Members of the Board of Trustees      Committee Chairpersons 

Andy Crabb, President       Martin Berger, Building and Grounds 
Louisa Berger, Secretary       Jeanne Tucker, Caring 
Gary Davenport, Treasurer      Lowell Satre, Endowment 
Tom Beck        Ralph Malmer, Green Sanctuary 
Gerard Kelly          Linda Mohn & Carole McWilson, Hospitality 
Sarah Lowry        Diane Barnes, Nominating 
Ralph Malmer        Jan Grigsby, Welcoming Congregation 
Linda Mohn        Eugenia Pierce, Women’s Alliance 
         Sarah Lown, Worship Associates Coordinator 

 

Mission Statement 

Our Mission is to build a diverse and transformative spiritual community, 
help people live lives of wholeness, and promote justice, peace, and reli-
gious freedom. 

 
 

Unitarian Universalist Association Principles and Purposes 
 

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
covenant to affirm and promote: 
 

—The inherent worth and dignity of every person 
—Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations 
—Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our        
  congregations 
—A free and responsible search for truth and meaning 
—The right of conscience and use of the democratic process within our con-
  gregations and in society at large 
—The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all 
—Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a 
part 

September 18 - “Walking the Broad Path” 
 

In our Unitarian Universalist faith we 
make room for people holding a wide 
variety of spiritual beliefs. We particular-
ly acknowledge that people's spiritual 
beliefs can evolve.   How do we build 
bridges in all this difference and 
change, and find areas of shared spir-
itual engagement?  

 

We invite you to bring a friend to this service in particular, for it is 
a good introduction to our church. 
 

Worship Leader: Rev. Matt Alspaugh 

Musicians: Tom and Cindy Smotzer 
 

 

September 25 - “Drumming” 

 

You are welcome to bring your hand 

drum and join in a drum circle, celebrat-

ing the time of Equinox. 

 

Worship Leader: Sarah Lown 

Musicians: Dan and Pam Susany lead a Drum Circle 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday and Friday,  9am-3:30pm 

Sunday,  9-11am and 12:30-4:30pm 

Share the Plate 
 

The Share the Plate recipient selected for 

September, 2016, is WYSU-FM.   

WYSU is non-commercial, listener-

supported public radio, committed to being 

our community’s leading source for trusted, 

in-depth news; engaging conversation; and music that stimulates the 

mind and spirit.  



  

 

Farmers’ Market—Saturdays 10am-1pm 

We are located at 901 Elm at Baldwin. This is to be 

near the Community Coop Grocery  Store. Items are 

from local farmers. You can also visit us on Face-

book. If you have any questions, contact Jim Con-

verse, Market Manager, at 330-518-6970 or                   

jwconverse@gmail.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

We meet on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 PM in Channing Hall. 

Stretch and Creative Movement 

Tuesdays—5:30—7:00 PM—Channing Hall—Susan Miracle. 

Women’s Alliance Meeting 

Women's Alliance will meet on September 10, 2016 at The Original 
Roadhouse, 10499 Main St. (Rt. 170), New Middletown, Ohio at 12:30 
P.M.  It is located approximately 7 miles South of Poland, Ohio.  Bring 
your ideas, thoughts or any issues concerning our Church.  Everyone 
is welcome.  Call Eugenia at 330-953-3086 or 330-503-4039 for any 
questions that you may have. 

                   Book Club 

Book Group will  gather again on September 21st  at 

7:15 pm at the home of Melissa Smith to talk about 

Thomas Mann’s The Magic Mountain which has taken 

some of us all summer to read and others all summer 

to start! We will be selecting titles for the next few months, so bring 

suggestions to discuss.  

 Bits from the Board – August 2016 

Summer is generally a time for vacations, relaxation, less 

work, more play.   But that didn’t seem to be the case for the 

UUYO board.  It’s been a busy summer! The board has been hard at work planning 

for future events, as well as generating and leading discussions to determine the 

short-range and long-term goals and visions for UUYO. 

 The success of the UUYO Auction in June gave us renewed energy, serving as a 

springboard for follow-through with future event planning.  Committee members of 

the “Books & Collectibles Sale,” scheduled for October 21 & 22, have initiated plans 

for this event, a first of its kind for UUYO.  With your help in donating as well as vol-

unteering, it can be another successful fundraiser! Other creative ideas for events 

and programs are in the works for this fall and winter, including a restart of Circle 

Suppers,  a “Fun with Opera” family event,  launching a Young Adult ministry, and 

more!  Contact any board member to volunteer, or to share ideas for additional 

fundraisers, events, or programs.  

2017 marks an important year for UUYO – it is our 125th anniversary!  We want to 

honor and celebrate our UUYO heritage, and plans are underway to create a com-

mittee to provide leadership for this celebration.  In anticipation of this important 

event, we also want to make UUYO more visually appealing.  Short-term improve-

ments, including grounds upkeep, building repairs, painting, etc., will be carried out 

in the next few months, with more extensive improvements under discussion.  For 

example, UUYO is in the final stages of acquiring ownership of the parking lot across 

the street.  

Matt came back from his sabbatical in mid-June, refreshed, and energized.  With his 

guidance, there have been lengthy discussions regarding the goals and visions for 

UUYO – in 2017 and beyond, followed by recommendations of actions needed to get 

us there.  We discussed our strengths, our shortcomings,  and addressed specific is-

sues needing attention in the near future, such as membership, stewardship, com-

munication practices.  But regardless of issues and hurdles that we often face, history 

has shown that the strength of our UUYO community is real. I am proud of what we 

as a church community have accomplished, and I hope you feel that same pride.  We 

will survive another 125 years and beyond!  

Linda Mohn and the Board 

Theology on Tap   
UUYO Sippers and Seekers presents: "The Hard Stuff: Religious, Spiritual, 
or Curious?" Young adults (loosely, age 18-35) are invited to grab a drink (or 
not) and share in a conversation about the role of church and spirituality in 
our lives. Curious about who or what is up "there"? Meet us up-
stairs at Suzie's Dogs and Drafts (34 N Phelps, downtown Youngstown, 
OH 44503) on September 8 at 6 pm for a casual conversation with other         
curious questioners, explorers, and believers.  



  

 
   

The Steel Chalice is Changing! 

Beginning October, 2016, The Steel Chalice is moving primarily 

to web and email. The format will change, allowing more visual 

flexibility for those who wish to view it on a smartphone or other 

technology. The Steel Chalice will also be coming to you on a 

weekly basis rather than a monthly basis, merging with the 

Weekly Update.   

Paper copies of the new weekly newsletter will be available at 

UUYO and can be mailed upon request. Please leave a message 

for Administrative Assistant, Heather Best, by phone at (330) 746

-3067, by email at office@uuyo.org or see Heather after the Sun-

day service if you would like to receive paper copies of the news-

letter by mail. 

Matt’s Musings 

Unitarian Universalism is unique among religions because we tolerate an 

unusually wide variety of beliefs and ideas. Among us are Christians and 

atheists, Buddhists, Muslims and pagans, ‘none-of-the-above’s, and more. 

We are "the faith of the wide path.”  But without a common set of beliefs, 

what keeps us together?  We have been able to stay unified as a faith move-

ment because we cherish the value of relationship, which we express with 

the word ‘covenant’.  

Now covenant may seem to be one of those stuffy Old Testament sounding 

words, and I've wondered if maybe some other word might work better.  May-

be contract? But contracts are specific, legally binding, with penalties for 

breach of contract. Contracts are about law, not love. Maybe a better word 

might be agreement? But an agreement generally implies that we agree on 

viewpoints, understandings and beliefs. Covenant allows for that special 

case where we “agree to disagree,” and we disagree while remaining in a 

relationship of love and mutual respect. 

So we stay with the word covenant as our theme of the month of September, 

where we explore the question, “what does it mean to be a community of 

covenant?” We’ll explore the kinds of promises we make each other, how we 

hold one another accountable, how we stay in relationship, with love, even 

when we fail, and have to begin again. 

Many UU churches include the reading of a covenant as part of their worship 

services. Such covenants are often similar to this version written by Unitarian 

minister Rev. James V. Blake in 1894: 

Love is the Spirit of this church and service is its prayer 

This is our great covenant.  To dwell together in peace 

To seek the truth in love and 

To help one another. 

I believe UUYO may have used such a covenant in the distant past -- some 

of you recalled reading such a covenant on Sunday mornings. I hope part of 

our work in exploring our history would be to recover the covenant we used, 

and see if it might be a helpful touchstone as we live -- covenantally -- into 

our shared future. For learning to live in covenant is increasingly important. 

 continued 

  UUYO Work Party 

Saturday, September 17, 2016 

Partial list of projects: 

Scrape, prime, paint 

Assist with grinding branches into mulch 

Check/clean drain outside Buildings and Grounds closet 

Label Channing tables 

Sweep/mop Fall Room and other spaces 

Clean drains inside Children’s Chapel window wells, etc 

  

Newcomers’ Circle—Sunday, September 18 at 12:15 pm 
  

Join us for a brief discussion about Unitarian Universalism, UUYO, 

and you. This is a particularly useful gathering for visitors and new-

comers, but people who've been around awhile are welcome 

too!  Grab a cup of coffee or tea and join us in Schweitzer Lounge, 

about 15 minutes after the service ends, and stay for as long as you'd 

like. Contact Karen Lapidus (Kluure@prodigy.net) for more info. 

mailto:Kluure@prodigy.net


  

 

 REflections 
 

Welcome back to my UUYORE families! Many of you have taken the sum-

mer off, so I am looking forward to seeing you all again! Sometimes it’s hard 

to get back into the swing of things, but I know for me, it always feels like a 

homecoming when I see my UUYO family again in the fall! Official Religious 

Education classes will resume on September 11. 

We are doing some exciting things this year. After attending General As-

sembly this summer, and after news story after news story that continue to 

open my eyes to how embedded racism is in the structure of our society, I 

feel called to do something. I feel disheartened when I think about the depth 

of the problem, and how hard it is going to be able to change. But I have 

hope for the future, and the future is in the hands of our children and youth. 

The change I can help affect is to get our youth to be thinking about these 

things, and to lead the way. This year, the Intermediate and High School 

classes will merge on Sunday mornings to do a curriculum called “Be the 

Change!” to work toward racial understanding and justice. 

We will continue to offer Children’s Chapel the first Sunday of the month, 

where we will explore the monthly theme as a whole group. The exception 

to this will be the youth who will be involved in the Coming of Age program, 

who will meet separately during Children’s Chapel. This will be the second 

Coming of Age program during my tenure as Director of Religious Educa-

tion, and it will look a little different than last time, meeting once a month 

with a few weekend workshops. This program provides a chance for our 

youth to firmly establish themselves in Unitarian Universalism, and decide 

what it means to them.  

I am excited to welcome a few new teachers to the UUYORE family: 

Chesney Gulas, Michaella Moore, and Kerry Planty will be joining the rest of 

the team consisting of Alicia Baker, Scott Baker, Liz Hill, Alison Locketti, 

Hope Moran, and Mark Vance. These are the people who make the Reli-

gious Education program a success, and I am so grateful to have them on 

the team! 

A date to put on the calendar: October 3, 2016 at 3:00. That’s when UUYO 

will be participating in the annual Non-Violence Parade. All are encouraged 

to attend! 

See you at church! 

--BeckyAnn Harker, Director of Religious Education 

Connection Circles 
  

Having monthly worship themes allows us to go deeper into a top-

ic.  Another way to go a bit deeper is to participate in our Connection 

Circles, which are held each first Sunday of the month during social 

time after church.   All are  invited to sit with 3-4 people for 15-20 

minutes or so to consider a few questions designed to spark conver-

sation and strengthen connections.  

 

On September 4th we will consider covenant and how we are con-

nected by the promises we make to ourselves and each other. 

 

The discussion questions will be available at the small tables in Chan-

ning Hall.  Anyone who wishes to participate may sit at a table and 

start a conversation with those that join them.   

 

Karen Lapidus 

Membership Coordinator 

Matt’s Musings, continued  

We live in difficult, polarized times. As a nation, we are more divided 

on topics of politics and religion than we’ve been in many decades. 

The level of discourse between opposing sides grows ever more stri-

dent and hostile. Friendships are frayed, and families are fractured.  

As Unitarian Universalists, we may have something to offer in these 

dark times. Through our covenantal understanding of relationship, we 

may be able to help people bridge their differences, hold civil conver-

sations, and uncover the deeper aspects of being that transcend 

views and beliefs.  We may be able to help people relate with each 

other in respect, curiosity and trust, and ultimately help them dwell 

together in peace.  

See you in church! 

Matt 



  

 

 

Book and Collectible Sale to Benefit UUYO 

The Book Sale and Collectible Sale is scheduled for October 22, Satur-

day, from 8 am to 3 pm at the Church.  The Saturday sale (details of 

merchandise below) is open to the public.. Food will be available for 

purchase (a pizza, hot dog, coffee and soft drink type of menu) along 

with Equal Exchange coffee items and donated baked goods.  Sales 

will be on a cash and carry basis.   

A special Private Preview Sale will be held on Friday evening, October 

21, for members and friends of the Church only, from 7 pm to 9 pm.   

Donate Items for the Book and Collectible Sale 

Please save items to donate for the Book and Collectible Sale sched-

uled for October 22 at UUYO.  Items needed for the Book Sale include 

hardcover and paperback books, collectible magazines, CD's, audio 

books, and DVD's  (no VHS tapes, no cassette tapes, no encyclopedi-

as).  "Collectibles” include items of value that people collect, art, jewel-

ry, and antiques.  Donated collectible items should be of a size that 

could fit on a table top.  This is not a rummage sale so we are not ac-

cepting clothing, shoes, hats, coats, baskets, appliances, TV's, comput-

ers, or furniture.  Donated items must be in working order and not be 

damaged.   We may also be in need of paper bags, plastic bags, and 

newspaper to wrap collectible items after purchase.  In addition, we’ll 

need donated baked goods to sell at the event.  

As we approach the event we will be accepting donations.  Items can 

be delivered to the Church after the church service on October 16th, 

and on Wednesday evening, October 19th from 6 pm to 8 pm, Thurs-

day evening, October 20th from 6 pm to 8 pm, and on Friday afternoon, 

October 21st from 1 pm to 5 pm.  For individuals who are absolutely 

unable to deliver larger quantities of items to the church, we may be 

able to arrange for a truck to visit your home on a specific date and time 

for pick up.   

Writing as Spiritual Practice 

Monday September 12, 7-8:30pm, Board Room  

 We'll reflect on the September worship theme, 

"Covenant." We will then have a time to "free write" 

individually, with the option of sharing our reflec-

tions.  All are invited, regardless of writing experi-

ence. Bring a pen and notebook and a willingness to 

explore. Led by Liz Hill, liz@lizhill.net, 330-333-1619. 

Spiritual Explorations  

Wednesday, September 21, 7-9pm 

Spiritual Explorations is a small group ministry pro-

gram that helps people go deeper than the Sunday 

morning church experience. We use the monthly Soul 

Matters theme as a starting point for discussion. For 

September, the theme is “What does it mean to be a community of 

covenant?” We’ll explore how we form these covenantal relationships -

- of trust, mutual accountability and continual return.  

To get the most out of the gathering, we encourage you to download 
the month’s packet, which is at http://uuyo.org/sep-2016-covenant/ In 
particular, consider working with one of the Spiritual Practices and 
thinking about one of the Questions. The group will include discussion, 
reflection, and meditation, and will be facilitated by Rev. Matt  
Alspaugh. 

Assistive Hearing Devices  

Assistive hearing devices are available for use during the service. 
Greeters are available, if needed, to help you find the devices located 
at the back of the sanctuary.   

                                          Sing for Joy!  
Individuals with difficulty reading the print in our traditional hymnals 
now have the option of using large print copies of both Singing the Liv-
ing Tradition and Singing the Journey. These are two-volume spi-
ral-bound books that need a music stand for support.    

mailto:liz@lizhill.net
tel:330-333-1619
http://uuyo.org/sep-2016-covenant/


  

 

       Care Team 

UUYO’s care team is available for short-term assis-

tance. This could include transportation, visits, cards, 

phone calls or casseroles in time of need.  For more information or 

assistance, please contact Jeanne Tucker at (330.652.0308). 

Hospitality Team Schedule for the Month of September: 

         

 Team 3 is responsible for September 4, 11, and 18. 

Hospitality Team 3 
 

Communicator: Linda Mohn  

Facilitators: Diana Shaheen & Susie Beiersdorfer  

Audra & Jason  Carlson  Karen Lapidus   Sarah Lowry  

Dianna Mason   Marcellene Hawk Mayhall  Susan Miracle  

Gene Pusateri   Wendy & Andy Pfrenger   Davin Stilson  

Mary June Tartan  
 

             
 

Team 4 is responsible for September 25. 
Hospitality Team 4 

 
 Communicator: Jan Elias  

Facilitator: Ben Barnes 
Louisa & Martin Berger; Heather Best; Joan Bushey 

Gary Davenport; Marguerite Felice & Roger Lafontaine;  
Clayton Henderson; Tim Malone; Carole McWilson;  

Eugenia & Al Pierce; Ellen & Lowell Satre;  
Mary Ellen Shutes; Sharon Stringer 

 
 

For questions, contact Linda Mohn (lmohn2005@yahoo.com)  

or Carole McWilson (carolemcwilson@aol.com). 

 Volunteer for the Book and Collectible Sale Team 

We'll need lots of help to make the Book and Collectible Sale a suc-

cess.  Not only do we want to raise some much-needed funds for the 

operation of the Church, but we also want to showcase the Church for 

visitors who attend the sale.   We need team members to work in these 

areas and complete these assignments: 

 Publicity 

 Cashiers 

 Food service and sales  

 Coordinate baked goods and sales 

 Receiving items, pricing and table set up for collectibles (October 

16, 19, 20, 21)   

 Receiving book donations, book sorting and book display set up 

(October 16, 19, 20, 21)  

 Sales coordinators on the floor of book sale and collectible sale are-

as 

 Clean up crew for Friday and Saturday evening   

 Individuals to pick up items from Church members who absolutely 

can't deliver items to Church   

 Security for safety and to make sure guests are interacting with the 

sale in an appropriate manner   

Andy Crabb is coordinating volunteers.  To volunteer, please see Andy 

at Church or contact Andy by email at president@uuyo.org.  You can 

also call the church at 330-746-3067 (press option # 1 to reach the Of-

fice Administrator) to leave a message for Heather Best and Andy 

Crabb telling us that you are willing to volunteer to help.   

mailto:president@uuyo.org
tel:330-746-3067


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can use this form to sign up for our next Circle Suppers event, to be held 
on Saturday, September 24, 2016. Hosts will be given guest information about 
a week before the event, and will contact guests to make food arrangements. 
Please contact the church (330-746-3067, office@uuyo.org) if you have ques-
tions. 
 
* Required 
 
Name(s):* ________________________________________________  
 
# of adults attending: *   _______   #  of children attending: ________ 
 
Phone number ______________    Email ________________________ 
 
Best to contact by: 
___  Phone 
___  Email 
 
Please describe any transportation/accessibility needs, food allergies, or  
dietary restrictions you want us to consider:   
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Please check if: 
___  I am willing to host 
 
How many guests are you willing to host (not including your own family)? 
 
____________ 
 
For dinner assignment purposes:           I/We consider ourselves: 
___  Adults only    ___Newer member 
___  Adults and children   ___ Longtime member 
___  Either    ___ Friend 

 
Circle Suppers are Returning to UUYO! 

Saturday, September 24 

 
What is it?  Circle Suppers are pot-luck dinners for 6 to 10 held in 
someone's home. The composition of the group varies each time, 
and no two dinner parties have the same guest lists.  People eat, 
drink, enjoy themselves, and converse on all sorts of random top-
ics.   
What's the purpose?  To provide a way for people to get to know 
each other in a relaxed, informal small group environment—to build 
a sense of community.  Topics of discussion could include art, books, 
quantum physics, politics, even religion. 
What if I can’t come on the selected date?  We plan to do Circle 
Suppers again, every few months.  
What does the host do? The host coordinates the dinner party, 
arranging who will bring what contribution of food or supplies to the 
pot-luck supper. Guests are typically assigned some dish such as 
dessert, bread, appetizers, salad, soup, beverage, etc. Generally the 
host provides the entrée unless someone else offers to make it.   
The host sets the time for people to gather and provides directions 
to the home. When the host calls the guest to discuss about what 
dish to bring, they can discuss possible parking or access difficul-
ties.  The host may select a theme.    
What does the guest do? Bring themselves and a dish.  Also be-
fore signing up, check your calendar to make sure you can plan to 
attend.  If, after signing up, it turns out that you can't attend, you 
must let the host know as soon as your plans change.  Last minute 
changes sometimes cannot be avoided, but they create difficulties 
for the host who has planned the meal and needs each person's pot-
luck contribution. 
How do I indicate my interest?  You will find a form in the order of 
service and newsletter.  Return this to the envelope on the bulletin 
board in Channing Hall at least a week before the scheduled 
date.  You can also fill out the form online at http://bit.ly/
UUYOCircleSupperSignup 
What happens after I sign up? All the names are organized as 
the  coordinator matches people for dinner parties. The coordinator 
notifies hosts and provides a list of guests.  The hosts then have to 
contact each guest with directions and to organize the dinner.   
Is there a catch?  Not really.  Sign up by the due date.  Host if you 

can.  Bring food.  Enjoy dinner, talk, and expand your circle of 

church friends.        

       Continued 

tel:%28330-746-3067
mailto:office@uuyo.org
http://bit.ly/UUYOCircleSupperSignup
http://bit.ly/UUYOCircleSupperSignup


  

 
Circle Suppers (continued) 

 
What about kids?  Some circles are multigenerational, just indicate 
you’ll bring kids.   
But I'm a vegetarian! (Or have other dietary restrictions) There is a 
spot for this on the form so the host will be notified.  In addition, the per-
son with a special dietary need can bring a dish (or two) that s/he can 
eat, and ample for the number of guests attending.  
But I can’t cook! Can I still attend?  No problem.  Many places offer 
an assortment of fine take-out selections of salads, appetizers, entrees, 
side-dishes, bread, and desserts.  Or maybe the host can assign you 
the beverages. 
But I have no place for people to sit! My house isn’t fancy enough 
for a dinner party!  The elegance of the home and its furnishings pale 
beside the spirit of community that characterize these gatherings.   
What's the theme?  No theme is required but it can be fun to go with 
something to tie the food together such as Cinco de Mayo, Italian, or 
Southwest.  Other theme ideas include: bringing a dish based on the 
recipe of a celebrity cook, bringing a meaningful quote, coming in the 
guise of your fantasy self, etc. 

WA Training - Sunday, September 11 - 1 - 4pm 

Our Worship Associates help lead Sunday worship, enriching our wor-

ship with their voices and creativity. New Worship Associates typically 

start as readers, giving voice to the chosen texts for Sunday morning. 

They may advance to selecting poems or texts for worship, creating 

their own reflections, designing rituals, even leading whole services, 

sermon and all. We will offer a training for our Worship Associates on 

the afternoon of Sunday, September 11. If you are interested in becom-

ing a Worship Associate, please first see or contact Sarah Lown, Wor-

ship Team Leader, (sarah.v.lown@gmail.com) or Rev. Matt Alspaugh, 

(minister@uuyo.org). 

 
Bring a Friend to Church - Sunday, Sep 18 

 
On Sunday, September 18, we invite you to bring a friend to our service. 
 
We Unitarian Universalists are generally uncomfortable with proselytiz-
ing. We dislike it when others come knocking at our door, and we get 
annoyed when we find flyers tucked under our windshield wipers. We 
don't want to be coerced about religion. 
 
But for most of us, this congregation and the religious values it stands 
for are dear to us. The UUYO community is an important part of our life. 
We do want others to know about this wonderful place, but how do we 
talk about it without sounding like we're either proselytizing or desperate 
or just plain weird? 
 
We might change the tone of what we're trying to say. We might say, for 
example to a friend, something like this: 
"As you probably know, the UU church in Youngstown is very important 
to me. It is a place where I feel at home. Since you are someone who is 
also important to me, I want to invite you to see the place and meet oth-
er people who I also value. On September 18, our minister will speak on 
the topic of breadth of belief, and we'll have beverages and light snacks 
after the service.  Would you accept an invitation to visit on Sunday, 
September 18?" 
 
The important distinction I want to make is that we are not trying to con-
vert anyone to Unitarian Universalism, we are simply asking people to 
experience something that is important to us. (Of course, it would be 
lovely if some folks do decide check us out more thoroughly, maybe 
even joining us, or telling their friends about us, but that is a side effect, 
not our primary goal.) We are simply asking people in a straightforward 
way, without any pleading or coercing. They have the right and oppor-
tunity to say 'no' without any consequences or diminishing our relation-
ship. 
 
I hope that through Bring a Friend to Church Sunday, we can all grow in 
the challenge of talking about religion with friends, and make genuine 
dialog and invitation a part of how we interact with others. 
 

Matt 

Marcellene Hawk Mayhall Concert 
 

Gather round the piano at First Unitarian Universalist Church of Youngs-
town on September 18 at 3:00 for an intimate performance of Franz 
Schubert’s great Sonata in B flat performed by pianist Marcellene Hawk 
Mayhall. The performance is free, but if so desired, please make a 
contribution to “The Fund for Women & Girls.” 

mailto:sarah.v.lown@gmail.com
mailto:minister@uuyo.org


  

 

FF—Frack Free  / S&CM—Stretch & Creative Movement  /  WA—Worship Associates   /  WPNA—Wick Park Neighbor Association  / YEPS—Youngstown Eclectic Pagan Society 

September 2016 UUYO Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1  
5:00 pm Private Event (CH) 

2  3  

4  
11:00 am Worship 
12:30 pm Connection Circles 

(CH) 
6:00 pm Frack Free (BR) 

5  6  
5:30 pm Stretch & Creative 

Movement class (CH) 
7:30 pm AA (CC) 

7  8  
6pm     Theology on Tap 

9  10  
10:00 am Rental (CH) 
12:30 pm Women's Alliance 
6:00 pm CoA Potluck/ parent 

meeting (OS) 

11  
11:00 am Worship 
1:00 pm Worship Associates 

training (YR) 
6:00 pm Frack Free (BR) 

12  
7:00 pm Writing as Spiritual 

Practice (BR) 

13  
5:30 pm Stretch & Creative 

Movement class (CH) 
7:30 pm AA (CC) 

14  
7:00 pm UUYO Board Meeting 

(BR) 

15  16  17  

18  
11:00 am Worship 
12:15 pm Newcomer's Circle 

(SL) 
3:00 pm Marcellene's Concert 

(SA) 
6:00 pm Frack Free (BR) 

19  20  
5:30 pm Stretch & Creative 

Movement class (CH) 
7:30 pm AA (CC) 

21  
7:00 pm Explorations (SL) 
7:15 pm Book Club Meeting 

22  23  24 Circle Suppers 

25 Hospitality Team 4 

starts 
11:00 am Worship 
12:30 pm Staff Mtg. (OF) 
6:00 pm Frack Free (BR) 

26  27  
5:30 pm Stretch & Creative 

Movement class (CH) 
7:30 pm AA (CC) 

28  29  30    


